CHAPTER XX

THE RED FLAG AND THE WATERMELONS

I HAVE said that the labor problem has three
parts. I call them (1) Wages, (2) Working
Conditions and (3) Living Conditions. By
living conditions I mean the home and its
security. My father had reached the stage
where this was the problem that worried him.
He was growing old and must soon cease
working. But his home was not yet secure
and he was haunted with the fear that his old
age might be shelterless. We told him not to
worry; the Davis boys were many and we
would repay him for the fatherly care he had
given us. But he was a proud man (as all
muscular men are), and he could find no
comfort in the thought of being supported by
his sons. I am glad he never had to be. In-
dependence has made his old age happy andi
he has proved that a worker, if he keeps his
health, can provide for his old age and bring
up a big family too.
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